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REFUGEE WEEK 

Statement by Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests 

DR A.D. BUTI (Armadale — Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests) [2.06 pm]: I would like to 
bring to the attention of the house that this week is Refugee Week, which runs from 20 to 26 June. Refugee Week 
raises awareness about the issues affecting refugees across the world and gives us an opportunity to focus on the 
contributions to all levels of our society made by those who have arrived in Australia as refugees. 

First celebrated in 1986, Refugee Week is scheduled to include World Refugee Day. World Refugee Day is an 
international day designated by the United Nations to honour refugees around the globe. It falls each year on 20 June 
and celebrates the strength and courage of people who have been forced to flee their home country to escape conflict 
or persecution. World Refugee Day was first coordinated globally by the United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees in 2001 to commemorate the fiftieth anniversary of the 1951 Convention on the Status of Refugees. 
Refugee Week is a global movement, although different countries celebrate it at different times. 
Western Australia is a state that has benefited extensively from the contributions of migrants. Building on the 
foundations established by our First Peoples, we embrace migrants from every part of the world. This heritage has made 
Western Australia into a robust and prosperous, culturally and linguistically diverse state. Many Western Australians 
arrived here as refugees from Europe, Latin America, Asia and Africa. They brought with them a passion to make 
a success of their lives, to build a good life for themselves and their families, and to contribute to their new homeland 
in every way they could. 
The theme for Refugee Week 2021 is “unity”—a reminder that we all share a common humanity, regardless of 
any differences in culture, language or background. Refugee Week 2021 is being celebrated through events across 
the community including at libraries, places of education, churches and non-government organisations. To mark 
Refugee Week, a number of government agencies are holding events, including the Department of Local Government, 
Sport and Cultural Industries, which is holding a morning tea and an appeal for the Foodbank of Western Australia. 
I am sure that members of the house will join with me in commending the initiative of Refugee Week and in 
encouraging others to take part. 
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